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Big names or smaller ones, two
day or three — if there’s one thing
the organizers of Outside Lands can
count on it’s that if you give the
people of the Bay Area good music,
good food and great drinks, they
will come.

The task was challenging, yet
simple: How do you bring people to
a music festival, which was one day
shorter and without the aid of a
gigantic, mainstream act and still
deliver a memorable experience.

The answer: It’s easy  — at its core
Outside Lands has always been
about the music and the people —
with or without titanic acts, those
who are appreciative enough to
know good music will always come
out as long as you try to give them an
amazing atmosphere to enjoy it in.

And a memorable experience is
what you got if you attended
Outside Lands 2010 at Golden Gate
Park in San Francisco. 

Sure, the drive here and then sub-
sequent parking situation might
have been a headache. But once you
got inside music fans experienced
what has made Outside Lands the
most popular music festival in the
Bay Area.

Flocks of people headed to the
historic park for the two-day event
and were treated to exceptional
musical acts, great food and the
vibe unique to the San Francisco
Bay Area.

Deadheads, tweens, young and
old — the thing that has made
Outside Lands great throughout the
years is the ability to gather an array
of musical fans to a central location
and give them a taste of everything.

Saturday, Furthur, the Grateful

Dead spin-off featuring Bob Weir
and Phil Lesh brought their sound
straight from the Haight-Ashbury
area to the park, filling the Lands
End stage in the process and playing
to an emotional hug of a set — a
love story of sorts for the place that
embraces their culture so much.

They were preceded by acts like
Tokyo Police Club, Gogol Bordello
and The Whigs. The Strokes, an east
coast band who rose to prominence
in the early park of the decade,
made a triumphant return to the
stage, thrilling the San Francisco
crowd during the first night the fes-
tival. 

Sunday the masses flooded the
park for a chance to see Kings of
Leon, the Grammy-award winning
band who were presented with the
task of carrying and headlining a

Outside Lands’ return is a success
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Slightly Stoopid performs on Sunday at the Outside Lands Music Festival
in Golden Gate Park.A crowd of more than 100,000 watched over 40 bands
perform on several different stages. See LANDS, Page 27


